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FROM  MR.   NELSON  TO   THE  NATION  ** 

Radio's  been  picked  for   a  vital   job   in   its  assignment   to   carry  the 
words  of  Donald  Nelsonr    the  War  Production  Board's  head,    to   the  people 
of  the  country  on  four   separate  occasions  during  the  month  of  March. 
But   it*s  also   a  job    that  radio   can  do  well. 

Despite  his  wellnigh  overwhelming  load  of   tasks,-   Mr,   Nelson  has   still 
had  a  chance   to  map  out   a  series  of   four   talks,-      Each  will   be  made  over  a 
different  national  network.      They're  aimed  po in tbiank-    whamming  straight 
from   the   shoulder  wi'.b  -plain  words    that  will    tell    the  neo-ple   of  this 
country  what    they  should  dor   what   they  must  do,    to    speed  production  in  the 
crucial  months  ahead. 

These  Nelson    talks  will    set  off  a  natiomdde   Spring  drive   toward 
meeting  a'ar  production  quotas.      They'll    stress   the  gravity  of   today's 
situation,    and  pound  home   the  oft-ignored    fact  that  America,' s   first, 
hardest  job  is  to  produce  and  -produce   ar.lentyt      The  WpB  leader  will   be 
heard  Monday  (March  2),    or   Tuesday,    in   the  first  of  his  15-minute  broad- 
casts over   a  national  hook-up  of  NBC  or  CBS   stations. 

Mutual   comes  next   on  Tuesday  (March  10),    10s 15   to   10? 30  P.M.,    followed 
by  C3S  or  NBC  on  Monday  (March  15)  ,    -and   the   Blue  Network  on  Monday   (March 
23).      Definite   times  have  not  been   set.      Both  Mutual   and   the  Blue  have 
given  blanket  -permission  for   other   stations,    not  on   their   chains,    to  pick 
up  and  carry  these  programs,   -providing  the  local   outlet  gives  its  OK. 

We  call   attention   to   this    series  with  a  feeling  that    its  national   im- 
port  is   self-evident.      The  Broadcasters  Victory  Council   urges   every   station- 
to    see   that    the  words  of  Donald  Nelson,    telling  what   is   expected  of  us, 
are  given  a  clear   track  over   all  other  -program  plans. 

OTHER  JOBS  FOR  RADIO  TO  DO   ** 

Foundations  for  a  yet   closer   synchronization  between  broadcasters   and 
their   government  were  mapped  out   during  the  pa,st  week  in  a  series  of   ses- 
sions at  Washington.      Imrortant,    for  example,    was  a  meeting  with   the 
Office  of  Facts   and.  Figures  -    that   gateway  through  which  passes  all   govern- 
mental,  information  as  well    as  plans   for  official    broadcasts  -   and  a  com- 
mittee representing  the  radio    industry. 

The  conference  was  held  Friday  (February  20).      To    set    the   scene,    for 
the  OFF   sat  William  Lewis,    head  of  the  OFF  Radio   Division,    and   Douglas 
Meservey,   his   assistant,    also  Frank   Stanton   and  Philip   Cohen  of  the  OFF 
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staff.      Present   for   the   afternoon  session  were   Clyde  Vandeburg,    liaison 
man  betwixt   the  OFF  and  the  WpB,    and  Bernard  Schoenfeld,    who's  head  of  the 
Radio   Division   for  WpB. 

The  entire  broadcast   committee  -  wo  gave  you  its  lineup  last  week 
(BVC  Newsletter  #3)   -  was  on  hand  except   for  George  Storer   of  Detroit. 
(Cheeking  off   the  roster   again,    it's  John   Shepard,    3rd,    Boston;   James  D. 
Shouse,    Cincinnati;    John  E.    Fetzer,   Kalamazoo;    and  Eugene   C.   Pulliam,    Ind- 
ianapolis).     Also  present  was  NAB  President  Neville  Miller.    * 

That  gives  you  the  participants.      As  part  of   the  Spring  drive   toward 
intensified  war  production,    the  OFF-ra.dio   get-together  discussed  inaugura- 
tion of  an  "incentive  plan"    designed  to    spur  war  output  through  the 
psychologically  sound  and  high-octane  method  of  instilling  greater  pride 
of  achievement   in   the  minds  of  war  workers. 

HEBE'S  HOVT  RADIO   CAN  HELP  ** 

The   "incentive  plan"   will   recognize  outstanding  feats  of  production 
by  individual  workers,    teams  of  workers,    even  whole  -olants,    and  present 
them  awards,    actually  similar   to  the  medals  of  valor  bestowed  on  men  who 
serve   their   country  in  uniform  instead  of  overalls.      Stations  can  be   of 
important   service   to   their   communities  by  making  these   awards  mean   some- 
thing.     For   example,    they  can  -   if   the  Office  of  Censorship  permits  - 
interview  factory  workers   so  honored,    commend,    and  otherwise  focus  atten- 
tion on  previously  unpraised  miracles  being  performed  at   the  lathe   and  on 
the  production  line    so   that  America  may  have  planes,    tanks   and  guns  when 
she  needs  then,    where  she  needs  them. 

We   think   that   the  possibilities  latent    in  local   broadcasts  have  been 
greatly  overlooked.     Radio's  job  cannot  be  discharged  entirely  by  handling 
official   speakers  and  nationwide  drives   through  the  national  networks. 
For   this  reason,    as   the  WpB's   Spring  drive   gathers  momentum,    there  will   be 
an  effort  to  boost   the  number  of  localized  shows  -  with,   of  course,    the 
co-operation  of  individual    stations.      Suppose   a  group  of  local  war  workers 
are  given  an   "incentive   award".      An  honor  like   this   is  fuel   for  making 
local   morale  burn  brighter.      Radio   can  point  with  pride  at    the  factory 
heroes,   possibly  interview  -   the  Censorship  Office  is  mulling  this  idea  - 
and  certainly  do  much  by  inspiring  other  workers  to   strive   for   the    same 
honor. 

There  are,    naturally  enough,    a  good  many  details  yet   to  be  nailed 
down.      The  plan  is   still   being  assembled.      Meanwhile,   however,   we   shouldn't 
be    surprised  if   there  are   stations  across  the   country  who've  already 
tackled  this  angle  of  localized  war  work.     Maybe   they've  worked  out  an- 
nouncements pertinent   to   their  community,   hatched  out   special  programs, 
tie-ins,    instituted  drives   and  valuable  public   service  work.      Whatever   it 
may  be,    if  you've  given   the  local   as  well   as  national   aspects  of  war 
endeavor  your   attention,    then   the  Broadcasters  Victory  Council  wants   to 
hear   about   it.      Your   ideas  will   be  placed  before  the  OFF  and,    if  they  seem 
desirable,   will   be  passed  along  with  gratitude   to   the  whole  radio   industry. 
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WHO    COMES  FIRST  ? 

It  was  brought   out   during  the   same  OFF  meeting  that  on  March  16   the 
OFF  will   undertake   to    supply  broadcasters  -  via  the  BVC  and  the  NAB  -  with 
air-time   "priority  lists".      As  we've  pointed  out  before,    there's  a  veri- 
table blizzard  of  demands  upon  all   stations  for   such  things  as  recruiting 
announcements,    sundry  aopeals,    morale-building  shows,    -programs   to   stimu- 
'late  and  educate  and  elevate  the  public  frame  of  mind.      It  gets  to  a  point 
where  most  broadcasters  are  badly  cramped  for   time,    .and  often  confused  by 
the   conflict  of  requests. 

That's  where  the   "priority- li st"  will   go  to  work.      Aware  of  every 
shift  in  the  needs  of  Washington,    the  OFF  will  weigh  and  gauge  each  week 
the  relative  importance  of  all   campaigns  .and  appeals.      Individual   announce- 
ments and  programs  are   to  be  listed  in  order  of   their  value   to    the  national 
war  effort   at   the  monent.      Broadcasters,   when   in  doubt,    may  use   this  list 
as  their  authority  for  giving  preferences. 

IN  OTHER  LANGUAGES  ** 

Harking  back  again  to  Donald  Nelson's  four  talks  in  March,    attention 
of  all   foreign  language   stations  is  called  to   the  fact  that  they  can  do 
yeoman's  work  among  our  non-English   speaking  population  by  having  salient 
excerpts  -   if  not   all  -  of  the  WPB  leader's  talks  translated  into  other 
tongues  and  accordingly  aired  for   their   specialized  audiences. 

It's  equally  important   to  bring  home   these   somber  facts  of  America's 
production  struggle   to   all  people,    regardless  of  what  language  they  may 
call    their  own. 

TWO  NOTES  IN  PASSING-  ** 

There's  been,    we  understand,    a  certain  amount  of  recent  confusion 
among  broadcasters  concerning  a  now-defunct   request  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for   a  precise  accounting  of  all   Treasury  announcements,    as  aired  week 
by  week.      Give   it  no   further  worry.      All    the  Treasury  Department   suggests 
now  is  that   stations   should  submit  a   tally  at   every  month's  end,    listing 
the   sum  total   of  mentions  broadcast. 

At   the    sane   tine,    stations  have  been  asked  to   discontinue  the  use  of 
those  announcements  calling  attention  to   the  Radio  Technician  Training 
Program.      Seems  that   the  first  contingent  in  this  campaign  has  been 
limited  to   20,000   candidates.      Courses   for  12,700  have  been  approved, 
while  another  6,000  eligible  applicants  are  being  processed.      The   rest 
of  the   quota  is  more   than  met   in  untabulated  proposals  from  a  flock  of 
colleges  and.  universities.      Therefore  please  hold  up  on  these  announce- 
ments until    further  notice. 

LET  WELL  ENOUGH  ALONE  ** 

In  the  firm  belief  that  this  is  no  tine  to  start  rocking  the  boat,  a 
four-man  committee  comprising  Frank  Russell  of  NBC,  Neville  Miller  of  the 
NAB,   Harry  Butcher  of  CBS,    and  John   Shepard,    3rd,    of  the  BVC  conferred 
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with  Chairman  Clarence  F.  Lea  of  the  House  Conr.ittee  on  Interstate  and 
Foreign  Commerce  last  week,    and  thus  went  on  record  as  feeling  that  the 
broadcast  industry  would  prefer  no  hearings  on  legislation  or  amendments 

to   the  Communications  Act   to  be  considered  by  Congress  at   the  -present  tine. 

It  was   strongly  contended  that  whatever  legislation  night  bo  put 
through  the  works  under  wartime  conditions  might  turn  out   to  be  extremely 
harmful  when  peace  returns.     Recently  the  executive  committee  of  the  NAB 
and  the  board  of  directors  of   the  NAI   voted  their  disapproval   of   any  new 
broadcast  legislation.      The  networks  and  the  BVC   concur  in  this   stand. 
Because  of  the  Court's  decision  Saturday,   networks  nay  desire  to   study 
this  natter   further. 

THIS  LIGHTENS  ONE  LOAD  *  * 

Good  news  for   station  operators   is   the  FCC  s  Order  To.    91    adopted  on 
February  17.     It  relaxes  the   stringent  licensing  requirements  for  broad- 
cast engineers. 

The  public  notice,  which  followed  Inst  Saturday,    declares!      "The 
Federal.   Communications  Commission,    in  recognition  of  the  growing  shortage 
of  first  class  radiotelephone  operators  and  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Defense   Communications   Board,    relaxed  its  operator  requirements   to 
permit  the-  operation  of   broadcast   stations  of  any  class  by  holders  of 
radiotelegraph  first  or   second  class  operator  licenses  or  radiotelephone 
second  class  operator  licenses.      A  broadcast   station  nay  use  operators  of 
such  classes,    however,    only  insofar   as  it   is  unable   to    secure   a  sufficient 
number  of  first   class  radiotelephone  licensees." 

It  is  added  that    at  least   one   first   class  radiotelephone  operator 
must  be  employed,    and  is  responsible   at    all    tines   for   technical   adjustments 
of  the   transmitter.      Stations  may  secure   n  cony  of  Order  No,    91  by  address- 
ing the  Broadcasters  Victory  Council,   Munsey  Building,  Washington,    D.  C. 

BROADCASTS  AND  THE  DRAFT  ** 


Along  the    same  general   line  comes  more  good   news,    this   tine   fron 
National    Selective  Service  Headquarters.      Brig.    Gen.   Lewis  B.   Hershey, 
who  heads  up  the  draft,    informed  a  news  conference  in  Washington  last 
Saturday  that   a  memo  is  being  circulated  among  local   draft   boards, 
reconnending  that  essential  workers  in  the  broadcast   industry  should  be 
given  every  consideration  in  the  matter  of  determents.     Radio,    he   de- 
clared,   is  a  valuable  cog  in  the  building  of  public  morale. 

This,    of  course,    is  not   to   be   constraed  as  a  blanket   deferment.      Draft 
boards,   however,    are   thus  given  an  opportunity  to  cooperate  with  local 
stations   so   that  personnel   isn't  ruthlessly  decimated  before  adequate 
replacements  may  be   trained  for   essential  posts.      In  cases  where    station 
managers  feel   local   draft   boards  are  not   being  properly  cooperative,    it 
was  added,    there  is  ample  reason  for   individual   classifications  to  be 
appealed. 
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RE:      THE  A.   E.   F.    ** 

Vie  commented  last  week  upon  the  organization  of  an  Army  Emergency 
Fund  -  a  drive  to   secure  financial   aid  from  the  public  for  the  support 
of  Army  families  and  dependents  thrown  into  desperate   straits  by  the 
vagaries  of  war.      There  was,   you  will  recall,   a  plan  to  push  this  drive 
through,  the  medium  of  special  pleas  on  the  air,    thus  adding  one  more 
straw  to   the  already  weighty  load  being  carried  by  every  station, 

TTord  now  comes,    however,    that    the  Army  Emergency  Fund  does  not   in- 
tend to  make  appeals  by  radio   at  .this  time.      As  to  the  future,  we  have 
no   information. 

MACLEISH  TALK  FOR  ST  ATI  PIT  MANAGERS  ** 

Many  radio    station  men  have  asked  the  Office  of  Facts  and  Figures 
(designated  for  radio   coordination  by  the  President)    for   specific   clari- 
fication on  what   they  can  do    to    aid  most   effectively  in  the  dissemination 
of  war  information  and  as   to  the  general  responsibility  of  radio  in  the 
war   effort.      To   answer  as  many  of  these  questions  as  possible,   Archibald 
MacLeish,   Director  of  OFF,   will    speak  from  Washington  on  Saturday, 
February  28   at  1:45  P.M.,   Eastern  I7ar  Time.      The  talk  will  be  on  a 
closed  circuit   on  all  networks.      It   is  urged  that   all   network  affiliated 
stations  invite   station  managers  of  non-affiliate   stations   to  hear 
Mr.   MacLeish' s   talk,    and  that   they  have   their  own  -program  managers, 
news  editors,    and  production  men  present.      The  talk  will   be   confidential 
and  is  not    to  be   released  to    the  public  or   trade  papers. 

FCC  POLICY  REGARDING-  APPLICATIONS  ** 

Under   date  of  February  24,    the  FCC  published  a  Memorandum  Opinion 
"In  the  matter  of  policy  and  procedure  for  handling  standard  broadcast 
applications*"      If  you  have  not   received  a  cooy  of  this  Memorandum 
Opinion,    3.V.C.   will   be  glad  to   furnish  a  copy  on  request.      It  will 
be  carried  in  full  in  the  next   issue  of  Broadcasting. 

LONG  MAY  IT  T.7AVE  ** 

There's   always   the   danger  of  overdoing  a  good  thing.      The   frequent 
playing  of  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner"    is  inspirational,   patriotic,    and 
and  excellent  way  for  arousing  public  awareness  to  the  need   for  national 
unity. 

Criticism  has  been  heard,   however,    that   its  effectiveness  is  being 
weakened  through  over-era-ohasis.      The   anthem   should  be  reserved  for   special 
occasions,    for  the  most  important  programs,    and   for  opening  and  closing 
the    station  each  day.      Its   dignity  is  marred  by  too-frequent  renditions. 
YJhy  not   check  over  your  program   schedules  and    see  whether  you  are  using 
the  national   anthem  in  the  manner  and   at    times  which  best  befit  its 
grandeur! 
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OOFCERKING  "THIS  IS  WAR"   ** 


The  \ieekly  series  of  "This  Is  War"   broad  casts  -  if  you  don't  know  - 
nay  be  picked  up  by  any  non-network  station  upon  application  to   CBS, 
BLUE  and  NBC  affiliates.      It  nay  be  done  in  any  of  the  four  following 
ways: 

(1)  Pick  up  fron   the  network  station  by  radio  receiver 
and  thus  rebroadcast. 

(2)  Take  the  program  fron  the  network  station  over  a 
line   supplied  by  the  non-network  station  and  broadcast  it. 

(3)  Transcribe   the  pro gran  either  off  the  air  or  over  a 
line  and  broadcast   this  transcription  after  11  P.M«,   local  War  Tine. 

(4)  CBS,    BLUE  and  KBC  affiliates  nr>y  transcribe  the  prolan 
and  rebroadcast   the   transcription  after  11  P.M.,    local  War  Tine,   in 
addition  to.  broadcasting  the  proeran  at  its  regular  tine. 

WE  CiUI'T   SAT  IT  ENOUGH  ** 

One  final   suggestion.      If  you  carry  on  your  progran   schedule  any 
special  news   commentator  -  not   just   a  newscaster  -  who   analyses  latest 
developments,   now' s  the   tine   to  have  hin  pound  hone   sone  of  the  burning 
and  vital  highlights  in  President  Roosevelt's   speech  en  I.'onday  evening 
(February  23).      Wost  vitnl,    of  course,    is   the  one,    single   fact   that   the 
Anerican  public   still    tries   to  resist  -    the   awful   truth  that   this  is 
not  just  a  local  war,    a   sin-pie  natter  of   shooing  submarines  out  of  our 
coastal,  waters. 

This  is  a  World  War  that  nakes  the  last  so-called  World  War  look 
like  little  ncre  than  a  prelininary  bout.  Anerica  must  realize  that 
the  barriers  and  the  frontiers  have  been  pushed  back  so  far  that  now 
there  arc  no  longer  any  barriers,  any  frontier  -  and  that  there's  no 
sanit:,'  of  safety  in  having  "the  American  ea.de  initate  the  tactics 
of   the  ostrich." 

Anerica  har;  hid  its  he  id  in  the   sand.      Broadcasting  faces  the 
job  of  helping  to   get  that    sand  out  of  the  pubjic   eye. 
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